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“Live Education and Skills Questions”, BBC Parliament, June 25, 2018  Link 

“Mobile Phone Bans” Drive Time, talkRADIO, June 20, 2018  Link 

“World at One”, BBC Radio 4 June 20, 2018 Link  

https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED529938
http://cep.lse.ac.uk/pubs/download/cp286.pdf
https://www.kxan.com/news/local/study-3rd-grade-class-rank-dictates-first-job-earnings/
https://www.kxan.com/news/local/study-3rd-grade-class-rank-dictates-first-job-earnings/
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Richard J. Murphy 

 

6 of 14 

 

“Mobile Phone Bans” Drive Time, talkRADIO, August 4, 2017  

“Can I give my child a smartphone?”  Korean Broadcasting System (KBS) 1TV, Documentary 
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https://www.futurity.org/class-rank-education-jobs-income-2699072/  

“As Congress feuds over unemployment payments, more than 1.6 million jobless Texans are about 

to lose a $600 weekly benefit” Texas Tribune, July 23 2020, 
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https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2016/04/do-smartphones-have-a-place-in-the-

classroom/480231/  

“Schools seek balance for cellphones in class” Boston Globe, June 15 2015,  
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https://www.thecut.com/2015/05/downside-of-allowing-cell-phones-in-schools.html  

“Did Your School Ban Your iPhone? Here’s Why That Actually Isn’t So Bad” MTV News, May 
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17 2015, https://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/banning-mobile-phones-from-schools-

improves-exam-results-study-finds-10256040.html   

“Mobile phone bans 'improve school exam results'” BBC News, May 17 2015, 

https://www.bbc.com/news/education-32771253  

“Schools that ban mobile phones see better academic results” The Guardian, May 16 2015, 

https://www.theguardian.com/education/2015/may/16/schools-mobile-phones-academic-results 

“How smart is it to allow students to use mobile phones at school?” The Conversation, May 12 

2015, https://theconversation.com/how-smart-is-it-to-allow-students-to-use-mobile-phones-at-

school-40621  

“The Science of Why Schools Should Ban Cell Phone Use” Time Magazine, May 12 2015, 

https://time.com/3855586/cell-phone-student-achievement/  

“Test Scores Rise After Cell Phones Banned From Schools” Time Magazine, May 12 2015, 

https://time.com/3855257/cell-phone-ban-school-test-score/  

https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2016/04/do-smartphones-have-a-place-in-the-classroom/480231/
https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2016/04/do-smartphones-have-a-place-in-the-classroom/480231/
https://www.bostonglobe.com/lifestyle/style/2015/06/15/cellphones-school-teaching-tool-distraction/OzHjXyL7VVIXV1AEkeYTiJ/story.html
https://www.bostonglobe.com/lifestyle/style/2015/06/15/cellphones-school-teaching-tool-distraction/OzHjXyL7VVIXV1AEkeYTiJ/story.html
https://www.thecut.com/2015/05/downside-of-allowing-cell-phones-in-schools.html
http://www.mtv.com/news/2165100/school-phone-bans-study/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/school-cellphone-bans-improve-student-test-scores/
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-3086831/Should-cellphones-BANNED-schools-Study-finds-handsets-cost-students-equivalent-five-extra-days-term.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-3086831/Should-cellphones-BANNED-schools-Study-finds-handsets-cost-students-equivalent-five-extra-days-term.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-3086831/Should-cellphones-BANNED-schools-Study-finds-handsets-cost-students-equivalent-five-extra-days-term.html
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/banning-mobile-phones-in-schools-improves-results-ngcmlv3mbsg
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/banning-mobile-phones-in-schools-improves-results-ngcmlv3mbsg
https://www.edweek.org/leadership/study-can-mobile-phone-bans-boost-test-scores/2015/05
https://money.cnn.com/2015/05/18/technology/smartphones-schools-ban/
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/whats-working-cell-phone-ban-teens-school_n_7305538
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/whats-working-cell-phone-ban-teens-school_n_7305538
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/banning-mobile-phones-from-schools-improves-exam-results-study-finds-10256040.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/banning-mobile-phones-from-schools-improves-exam-results-study-finds-10256040.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/education-32771253
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2015/may/16/schools-mobile-phones-academic-results
https://theconversation.com/how-smart-is-it-to-allow-students-to-use-mobile-phones-at-school-40621
https://theconversation.com/how-smart-is-it-to-allow-students-to-use-mobile-phones-at-school-40621
https://time.com/3855586/cell-phone-student-achievement/
https://time.com/3855257/cell-phone-ban-school-test-score/
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“School cellphone bans improve student test scores” CBS News, May 19 2015  

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/school-cellphone-bans-improve-student-test-scores/  

 

SCHOLARLY PRESENTATIONS1 

Invited Scholarly Talks and Keynotes 

Mar. 2026 “Losing My Religion” University of Huston, Texas  

Oct. 2025 “Systematic gaps in teacher judgement: A new approach” Syracuse University 

, New York 

Nov. 2024 “Systematic gaps in teacher judgement: A new approach” St Andrews 

University, UK 

Nov. 2024 “Systematic gaps in teacher judgement: A new approach” Center For 

Economic Performance, London School of Economics and Political Science 

Oct. 2024 “Systematic gaps in teacher judgement: A new approach” Royal Holloway 

University, UK 

Oct. 2024 “Exploring gender, SES and ethnic group gaps in teacher judgements”, Office 

of Qualifications and Examinations Regulation (Ofqual), London, UK 

Oct. 2024 “Exploring gender, SES and ethnic group gaps in teacher judgements” 

Department for Education, London, UK 

Oct. 2024 “Losing My Religion” Regional Disparities and Economic Policy, Duisburg 

Universität, Germany  

Oct. 2024 “Losing My Religion” Berlin Applied Micro Seminar (BAMS), DIW Berlin 

Feb. 2024 “Certainties in University Applications” University College London, UK 

Apr. 2023 “Losing My Religion” Economics Department, University of California at 

Davis 

Dec. 2021 “Matching in the dark? Inequalities in student to degree match” Economics, 

European University Viadrina. Berlin, Germany  

Oct. 2021 “Decentralising Teacher Labour Markets” Economics, Georgia State. Atlanta, 

Georgia. 

Jan. 2021 “Matching in the dark? Inequalities in student to degree match.” University 

College London. London, UK. 

Oct. 2020 “Class Rank and Long-Run Outcomes” Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland. 

Cleveland, Ohio. 

Nov. 2019 “Deregulating Teacher Labour Markets” Economics, Michigan State. East 

Lansing, Michigan. 

Oct. 2019 “Deregulating Teacher Labour Markets” Economics, University of Maryland. 

College Park, Maryland. 

 
1 Presentations at universities in the department of economics, unless noted. 

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/school-cellphone-bans-improve-student-test-scores/
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Feb 2019 “Matching in the dark? Inequalities in student to degree match.” Department 

of Policy Analysis and Management, Cornell University, Ithica 

Oct. 2018 “Class Rank and Long-Run Outcomes” Texas A&M. College Station, Texas. 

Jun. 2017 “Can peer-to-peer mentoring improve teaching: Evidence from a RCT in 181 

schools?” Economics, University of Mannheim. Mannheim, Germany. 

Apr. 2017 “Call My Rep! Understanding How Unions Overcome The Free-Rider 

Problem” Economics, University of California, Irvine. Irvine California.  

Mar. 2015 “Top of the Class: The Importance of Ordinal Rank”, University of California, 

Berkeley. Berkeley, California.  

Sept. 2014 “Top of the Class: The Importance of Ordinal Rank”. Economics, Sterling 

University. Sterling, Scotland  

Peer-Reviewed Conference Presentations 

May 2026 “Systematic gaps in teacher judgement: A new approach” Vancouver Applied 

Microeconomics Conference, Simon Fraiser University, Vancouver, Canada 

May 2025 “Systematic gaps in teacher judgement: A new approach” NBER, Education 

Meeting. Stanford California. 

Sept. 2024 “Losing My Religion: State Banning of Religion, Social Norms, and Female 

Participation” Association for the Study of Religion, Economics, and Culture, 

Thessaloniki, Greece 

Sept. 2024 “Methods in Widening Participation” Workshop on Education Economics and 

Policy (WEEP), Trondheim, Norway 

June 2024 “Losing My Religion: State Banning of Religion, Social Norms, and Female 

Participation” The Economic and Business History Society, York UK 

June 2024 “Keeping it in the Family: Student to Degree Match” International Workshop 

on Applied Economics of Education, Catanzaro, Italy. 

Sept. 2022 “Losing My Religion.” CESifo on Economics of Education. Munich, 

Germany. 

June 2022 “Deregulating Teacher Labour Markets” International Workshop on Applied 

Economics of Education, Catanzaro, Italy 

Sept. 2021 “Matching in the dark? Inequalities in student to degree match.” CESifo on 

Economics of Education. Munich, Germany. 

Nov. 2019 “Deregulating Teacher Labour Markets” NBER Education Meeting. 

Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

Nov. 2019 “Deregulating Teacher Labour Markets” APPAM. Denver, Colorado.  

Sept. 2019 “Deregulating Teacher Labour Markets” CESifo on Economics of Education, 
Munich Germany 

Nov. 2018 “Class Rank and Long-Run Outcomes” Austin-Bergen Applied-Micro 

Conference, Austin Texas. 
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Sept. 2018 “Class Rank and Long-Run Outcomes” Stata TX Empirical Microeconomics 

Conference. Baylor, Texas 

Sept. 2018 “Class Rank and Long-Run Outcomes” CESifo on Economics of Education, 
Munich Germany. 

Mar. 2018 “Class Rank and Long-Run Outcomes” AEFP Denver, Denver Colorado. 

Nov. 2017 “Teaching to the Test: The Long Run Impacts of Standardized Testing on 

Student Outcomes”, APPAM. Chicago, Illinois  

Sept. 2017 “Teaching to the Test: The Long Run Impacts of Standardized Testing on 

Student Outcomes”, CESifo on Economics of Education, Munich Germany. 

June 2017 “Can peer-to-peer mentoring improve teaching: Evidence from a RCT in 181 

schools”, International Workshop on Applied Economics of Education. 

Catanzaro, Italy. 

June 2016 “Testing Means Tested Aid” APPAM International. London, UK. 

May 2016 “Testing Means Tested Aid” SOLE.  Seattle, Washington. 

Mar. 2016 “Testing Means-Tested Aid”, AEFP Denver, Denver Colorado 

Oct. 2015 “The Best Things in Life are Free, But Some Students Need Bursaries: 

Financial Aid and College Outcomes” NBER Education Meeting. Cambridge, 

Massachusetts. 

Sept. 2015 “Paying for Success: The Impact of Financial Support on Students’ University 

Performance”, CESifo on Economics of Education, Munich Germany. 

Jan. 2015 “Top of the Class: The Importance of Ordinal Rank”, American Economic 

Association. Boston, Massachusetts.  

Nov. 2014 “Top of the Class: The Importance of Ordinal Rank” NBER Education 

Meeting. Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

Oct. 2014 “Top of the Class: The Importance of Ordinal Rank” Stata TX Empirical 

Microeconomics Conference, Southern Methodist University. Texas.  

Sept. 2014 “Trade Unions in the Age of Litigation” CESifo on Economics of Education. 
Munich Germany. 

  

Invited Talks (Community and Public Interest) 

Oct. 2021 “Post Qualifications Applications”, Department of Education, London UK 

Dec. 2019 “Deregulating Teacher Labour Markets”, School Teacher Pay Review Body, 

London UK 

Mar. 2015 “Ill Communication: Technology, distraction & student performance” 

Department of Education. London, UK 

  

RESEARCH GRANTS AND CONTRACTS 
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External Research Funding 

 

Green, C. (PI) MacMillan, L. (Co-PI) Wyness, G. (Co-PI) Murphy, R. (Co-PI) Marius, J. (Co-

PI) “EduGAP: Grading, Assessment and Pathways” The Research Council of Norway. 358230. 

Amount: 11,998,000NOK ($1,288,489) Relative contributions: Green (30%); MacMillan, L. 

(15%) Wyness, G. (15%) Murphy, R. (15%) Marius, J. (25%) 

  

Murphy, R. (PI), M. Giani. (PI), S. Stella (PI) “Admission, Tuition, and Housing: The Relative 

Effects of Different Guarantees in the College Outcomes of High-Ability, Low-SES Students” 

The Spencer Foundation. 20124. Amount: $499,326.00. Relative contributions: Murphy (30%); 

Giani (40%); Flores (30%).  

 

Murphy, R. (PI), F. Weinhardt. (Co-I), G. Wyness (Co-I) “Can peer to peer mentoring improve 

teaching? Evidence from a RCT in 182 schools.” The Education Endowment Foundation. 2013. 

Amount: £543,425. Relative contributions: Murphy (40%); Weinhardt (30%); Wyness (30%).  

 

Internal Research Funding 

Murphy, R. Summer Research Assignment Award, COLA, UT-Austin. 2016 

 

AWARDS AND HONORS 

2017: Semi Finalist Friar Centennial Teaching Fellowship for outstanding teaching 

2016: UniCredit & Universities Best Paper Award on Gender Economics 

2013: Outstanding Early Career Impact, Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC)  

2013: CESifo Young Affiliate Award Candidate 

2009-2012: Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC), Scholarship 

2008: WM Gorman Scholarship, University College London 

2001: Economic Review Prize, University of Southampton 
 

ADVISING AND STUDENT-RELATED SERVICE 

Ph.D. Students Supervised 

  

2026 PhD in Economics Francisco Pardo (Member) 

2025 PhD in Economics Rui Zuo (Co-Chair, with Manuela Angelucci) Post-Doc, Law & 

Economics MIT 

2025 PhD in Economics Zijing He (Member) 

2024 PhD in Economics Gue Sung (Chair) Associate Research Fellow, Korea 

Development Institute 
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2024 PhD in Economics Hande Nur Celebi (Chair) Risk Analyst, Tricon Energy 

2024 PhD in Economics Rachel Behrmann (Member), Lecturer Economics, Georgia Tech 

2023 PhD in Economics Roberto Andrés Gillmore Vargas (Co-Chair with Leigh Linden) 

Senior Economist, Central Bank of Chile 

2022 PhD in Economics Samuel Arenberg (Member) Assistant Professor, University of 

Houston 

2022 PhD in Economics Yonah Meiselman (Member), Economist, Research Improving 

People's Lives 

2022 PhD in Economics Anjali Priya (Co-Chair with Steve Trejo), Economist, Amazon  

2022 PhD in Economics Jin Yan (Member), Economist Revelio Labs 

2022 PhD in Economics Andrew Lee (Co-Chair with Steve Trejo) Economist, Federal 

Trade Commission 

2021 PhD in Economics Carlos Esparza (Co-Chair with Leigh Linden), Assistant 

professor, Saint Louis University 

2021 PhD in Economics Jiwon Park (Member), Associate Research Fellow, Korea Institute 

for International Economic Policy 

2020 PhD in Economics David Beheshti (Member) 

 Current Position: Assistant Professor University of Texas at San Antonio 

2020 PhD in Economics Chan Yu (Member)  

 Current Position: Assistant Professor, University of International Business and 

Economics 

2020 PhD in Economics Scott Delhommer (Co-Chair) 

2020 PhD in Economics Eleanor Golightly (Co-Chair with Sandra Black) 

2020 PhD in Economics Alina Kovalenko (Member) 

2019 PhD in Economics Narae Oh (Member) 

2018 PhD in Economics Jens Dammann (Member) 

Current Position: Chair Business and Commercial Law, University of Texas at Austin 

2018 PhD in Economics Jinseok Shin (Member) 

Current Position: Postdoctoral Fellow University of Texas at El Paso  

2018 PhD in Economics Collin Hansen (Member) 

 Current Position: Federal Trade Commission 

2017 PhD in Economics Ziwei He (Member) 

2017 PhD in Economics Hua Cheng (Member) 

Current Position:  Associate professor, Nankai University 

2016 PhD in Economics Matthew Farber (Member) 
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Master’s Thesis Committees 

2020 Miguel Valenzuela M.A. in Economics (Chair) 

  

Undergraduate Honors Theses 

2024 Peter Choi, Economics, Daniel and Frances Hamermesh Senior Thesis Prize 

(Supervisor) 

2022 Sara Sinnathamby, Economics (Supervisor) 

2022 Rao Mohit, Economics (Supervisor) 

2019 Katherine Horstman, Economics (Second Reader) 

2019 Mason Tyler-Nyman, Economics (Second Reader) 

2017 Yixuan Du, Economics  

2017 John Roberts, Economics (Supervisor) 

2016 Yanyan Dai, Economics (Supervisor) 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

Economics Department 

2023-Present Departmental Undergraduate Honors Advisor 

2020-2023 Organizer of Development Labor & Public Seminars 

2020-Present PhD Student coordinator for Texas Education Research Center (ERC) 

2020-2021 Economics Department Executive Committee 

2020  Media Liaison for Department Regarding COVIDs Impact on Labor Markets 

2019-Present  Representative for Development Labor & Public on PhD recruitment day 

2017, 2020-2022 PhD Admissions Committee 

2017-2019, 2021 Second Year Paper Review Board  

2016-2017 Co-coordinating Research Projects, with The Arnold Foundation, Texas 

Education Agency the University of Texas at Austin, Economics graduate 

students.  

2015-2017 Organizer of Development Labor Public Seminar  

College of Liberal Arts 

2017 Lecture to Department of Psychology –“ Top of the Class: The Importance of 

Ordinal Rank”” 

University of Texas at Austin 

2022-Present Sponsor of Student Organization - Texas Education Policy Club 
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2021-Present  Organizer of Applied Economic Researchers of Austin Monthly Social  

 

Professional Service 

2023-Present Co-Editor Economics of Education Review 

2014-Present Ad Hoc Referee for Academic Journals 

Journals include Quarterly Journal of Economics, Journal of Political Economy, 

Review of Economic Studies, Journal of the European Economic Association, 

American Economic Journal-Applied, American Economic Journal-Policy, The 

Review of Economics and Statistics, Journal of Labor Economics, Journal of Human 

Resources, Journal of Public Economics, Journal of Human Capital, The Economic 

Journal, Economica, Economics of Education Review, European Economic Review, 

Empirical Economics, London Review of Education, Education Economics, 

Economic Inquiry, Demography, Nuffield Foundation, Bulletin of Economic 

Research, Journal of Development Economics, Education Finance & Policy, 

Industrial and Labor Relations Review, Journal of Economic Education, Journal of 

Policy Analysis and Management, Labour Economics, Oxford Economic Bulletin 

 

2014-Present Policy Advice  

Advisors to the Minister of Education and Advisor to the Deputy Prime Minister, 

Education Select Committee (2011), National Equality Panel, BIS Postgraduate 

Review, Evaluation Advisory Board Member Education Endowment Foundation, 

OFQUAL, School Teachers Review Body  

 


